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A Message From The Superintendent

Dear Parents and Guardians:

As the week comes to a close, this edition of our newly created District 
newsletter, The Herald presents you with exciting stories and events from 
the past few days and to announce important upcoming news.

The Hoboken Public Schools’ students and families should be very proud 
of the achievements and strides made this past week.  In this edition, you 
will read about staff members attending and presenting at professional 
conferences.  You will see an updated graph indicating the tremendous 
growth in academic scholarships offered to our senior class from colleges 
and universities across the country.  You will be able to access Parent and 
Guardian Academy workshops delivered to parents on the topic of Authentic 
Literacy.  You will also get a glimpse into our classrooms, athletic programs, 
fine and performing arts department, and culinary arts kitchen along with 
much more.  

I would like to take this opportunity to share the following three critical 
pieces of information with you:

1. First, I am thrilled to announce that plans are underway to open a 
standalone, comprehensive Middle School in September 2017 for 7th and 
8th grade students at the Demarest School.  Currently, we are discussing 
specifications for the building and work that will be completed to get the 
building ready for the opening of school.  I am beginning the search process 
for the hiring of a principal and will further discuss program development 
with the Board of Education, administrators, staff, and families. 

2. Second, I want to reassure all current Brandt Kindergarten (6 classes) and 
1st grade (3 classes) families that all class sections will advance and become 
next year’s 1st (6 classes) and 2nd (3 classes) grades at Brandt.  We are 
currently assessing projected kindergarten enrollment numbers for next 
school year to determine how many sections of kindergarten we will operate 
in each of our elementary schools (Brandt, Calabro, Connors, and Wallace). 

3. Third, the New Jersey Department of Education has approved our request 
for preschool expansion for the 2017-2018 school year.  As you may 
know, our preschool program is funded by the New Jersey Department 
of Education.  Over the past few years, interest and registration numbers 
have exceeded the number of seats made available to us.  Please be 
assured that we have successfully advocated to add classrooms each 
year.  During the 2011-2012 school year, the Hoboken School District 
Operated 38 preschool classes.  We are currently operating 55 preschool 
classes.  Next year, the New Jersey Department of Education has 
approved and agreed to fund 59 preschool classrooms for the Hoboken 
Public School District.  

It is apparent that the Hoboken School District is experiencing a renaissance.  
Our staff members are embracing rigor and relevance in all subject areas 
and grades.  Our support staff, service professionals, counselors and deans 
are focused on developing quality relationships among and with students.  
I am so proud of the laser-like emphasis on writing that is being employed 
throughout the district at all grade levels.  

This is a friendly reminder, all Hoboken Public Schools are closed on 
Monday, January 16th in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Click 
here to view our district calendar.

At the start of the school year, the Hoboken School District launched a 
new district website. I would like to encourage you to get acquainted with 
the new layout, features, and content. Resources like our district calendar, 
program information, and important notices are always published online. I 
would also like to steer your attention toward our social media platforms. 
Our Facebook, Twitter, and WordPress pages bring district and school 
events, news, and accomplishments to you in real time.

Sincerely,

Christine A. Johnson
Christine A. Johnson
Superintendent of Schools 

Hoboken Early Childhood Education

www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools

www.twitter.com/hobokenschools

www.hobokenschooldistrict.wordpress.com

For the the latest District information, be sure to 
connect with us on social media! We publish all 
of our school news, upcoming event information, 
announcements, and more, for your convenience! 

A Message From The Principal

Brandt Friends and Family,

It is with great honor that I share with you that we have finalized the branding of 
our school mascot, the Brandt Bear. His picture can be found below and he was 
created after receiving much feedback from the student body. His name is Booker 
the Bear, as early literacy practice is at the very core of our work. I am looking 
forward to communicating our school identity in partnership with our mascot. We 
have entered the second part of the school year and we are now seeing the fruit 
of our collective labor. I have noticed our youngest students, the PK3 students, 
walking taller and engaging in play planning with more confidence. I have noticed 
our PK4 students, answering questions during story lab that are tailored and 
specific. I have noticed kindergarten students moving along the writing continuum 
with great excitement. Lastly, I have noticed our grade 1 students becoming more 
analytical and engaging in higher-order questioning with ease. Each grade level is 
different from the next but the level of developmentally appropriate rigor is clear. 
Think about the gains you’ve noticed in your child. What can you share regarding 
their amazing development? All children have limitless potential and together we 
will grow, sustain, and grow it some more. Booker the Bear is with us on this 
journey. Show his image to your child, post it on the refrigerator, and anchor back 
to him whenever you are able to. He is a new Brandt family member and together 
we will soar!

Connect With Us On Social Media!

Brandt December Students of the Month

Kindergarten 
Room 301 Ms. Brunt:  Annie Lynch
Room 303 Mrs. Gavin:  Max Goski
Room 305 Ms. Tesoriero:  Hailey Lewis
Room 307 Mr. Sheridan:  Jake Gordon
Room 309 Mrs. Petrosyan:  Michael Uttariello 
Room 311 Mrs. Marchesani:  Elena LaRue Dryfus

1st Grade
Room 313 Ms. Corea:  Seren Powell
Room 314 Ms. Impreveduto:  Riley Peters
Room 315 Ms. Mangione:  Allison Feig

Inside the Classroom...

Ms. Nadia’s PreK 4 class at St Francis read a book titled Martin Luther King 
Junior Day by Robin Nelson.  To make their reading memorable, the students were 
asked to extend the story. They were given a stem “To make the world a better 
place I would...”

Each student drew and wrote about how to make the world a better place, as Martin 
Luther King Junior did. 

Meet the Teacher

Ms. Joanna Ip

Name: 
Ms. Joanna Ip
School & Room #: 
Brandt #204 - PreK 4 
Alma Mater: 
New Jersey City University
Instructional Specialty: 
B.A. in early childhood education & political 
science
M.A. in educational psychology 
Favorite Book: 
Good Night Moon
Favorite Color: 
Fuschia
Favorite Season: 
Spring
Favorite Sports Team: 
New York Giants 
Favorite Animal: 
Panda Bear 
Favorite Quote: 
“LIVE every moment, LAUGH every day, LOVE 
beyond words”

The children in Mrs. Pecoraro’s PLTW science class collected data as they 
experimented with sinking and floating.

Brandt School Nurse’s Corner

The district nurses would like to inform all parents 
and guardians that information regarding head lice 
is now available for viewing on the district website.  
You can view the procedure that is followed in the 
management of head lice in the school setting, as 
well as guidance to home identification, treatment, 
and management.  

Please visit the Hoboken Public Schools website 
and click on District Resources - Health Services 
- Head Lice to access the information.  Of course, 
if you have any questions, feel free to contact the 
Brandt School nurses.

ECE Upcoming Events

Pre K Day of Visitation February 8, 2017

K & 1 Day of Visitation February 15, 2017

Early Childhood   April 3-7, 2017
Registration Week 

For more information on our Days of Visitation, 
please visit the Early Childhood Education section 
of our website.

HECAC

The Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council 
(HECAC) is a parent and community group whose 
mission is to support high quality preschool 
program implementation and transition efforts as 
children move from preschool through grade 3.  
HECAC lends support to the district by conducting 
family surveys and engaging the community 
through social media.

As part of our outreach efforts, HECAC runs a blog 
on medium.  This platform is used to provide in 
depth articles about developments related to early 
childhood issues in the district.  In recent months, 
we profiled Ms. Nory Rojas, the new Community 
and Parent Involvement Specialist for the Early 
Childhood Education Program.  We also wrote a 
piece to commemorate Dr. Johnson’s first year as 
the Superintendent of the Hoboken Public School 
District.  

Check out the articles at https://medium.com/@hecac.

Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council

Salvatore. R Calabro Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal

Dear Calabro Learning Community,

Thank you to all of the families who were able to join us at our PTO sponsored 
Winter Wonderland event on Wednesday, January 11th.  We enjoyed games, music, 
and pizza while families had an opportunity to get to know one another better.  
A big thank you to our PTO for organizing this event!  For those families who 
wanted to attend the K-2 Authentic Literacy and PARCC ELA Parent Workshop at 
Brandt that evening, I will be hosting the same workshop at Calabro on a soon to 
be announced date and time. 

Students and staff have been working diligently on valuable in-class assessments. 
These include math fluency, academic vocabulary, and narrative writing. Each 
day, all students are exposed to math facts at the beginning of the period to build 
capacity and strengthen fluency. The academic vocabulary is implemented by our 
Project Lead the Way staff, and students participate in a vocabulary word and 
definition matching activity. The narrative writing took place during an English 
Language Arts period on Friday, January 13th.  All students read a passage and 
responded in writing to an essential question. We are confident that the data from 
these assessments will help drive our instruction to best support our students. 

Best,

Joseph P. Vespignani, Ed.D.

Tentative PARCC Schedule

Grade 3 & 4: March 27-31
Monday March 27th & Tuesday March 28th: Math
Wednesday March 29th- Friday March 31st: ELA

Grade 5: April 3-7
Monday April 3rd & Tuesday April 4th: Math
Wednesday April 5th- Friday April 7th: ELA

Grade 6: April 3-10
Monday April 3rd- Wednesday April 5th: Math
Thursday April 6th, Friday April 7th, and Monday 
April 10th: ELA

Make-Up Testing Dates: April 25th-May 3rd   

Inside the Classroom...

PLTW Science with Ms. Tiana Benevenga

In Kindergarten PLTW, students are learning about pushes and pulls using force.  
Students had the opportunity to create various pushes and pulls with blocks, card 
stock, string, plastic balls, and toy cars to test their models.  We created many 
ramps and tested the ramps to understand how height changes a force’s speed.  We 
had much fun learning about motion and forces this year!

Calabro’s First Winter Wonderland!

Calabro December Students of the Month

Kindergarten:  Suzannah Kelly
1st Grade:  Julia Sciarra              
2nd Grade:  Gionna Montalvo       
3rd Grade:  Mischa Mercado
4th Grade:  Gianessa Serpa 
5th Grade:  Alexys Sayaan
6th Grade: I’Yonna Ladson

Music:    Hezekiah Harris                     
Spanish:  Sebastian Garcia                    
Art:   Jeramiah Galarza                         
Science/ PLTW:  Ethan Ortiz
Physical Education: Aaliyah Cleffi  

Family PARCC Day Presentation

On Friday, January 6th, Dr. Vespignani invited parents and guardians of Calabro 
School students in Grades 3-6 to attend a Parent/Guardian Academy Family 
PARCC Day following the scheduled PTO meeting. At 9:30 am in the all-purpose 
room, Dr. Vespignani gave a presentation highlighting key features of the 2017 test 
administration. Following this presentation, parents and guardians were invited 
to our Grade 3-6 classrooms and given the opportunity to complete a PARCC 
practice test with their child. Thank you to all who attended!

Reminders

Box Tops will be collected all year long

Send all of your dried out markers to Ms. Forte, 
Calabro Art teacher.

Calabro School Nurse’s Corner

When to Miss School
It’s a tough call for any parent to make. Your child wakes up in the morning 
complaining that she doesn’t feel well and wants to stay home. What should you 
do?

Among the most common reasons for missing school are the fever, cough, and 
runny nose associated with the flu. School-aged children have the highest rate of 
flu illness.        
                                      
If your child gets the flu, the CDC advises keeping them home from school for at 
least 24 hours after any fever is gone. Of course, the best way to protect your child 
– and others – against getting the flu in the first place is to have them vaccinated.                                                           

According to s James Fortenberry, MD, pediatrician-in-chief at Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta, certain symptoms are a clear sign that a child should not be 
sent to school. “If your child has a fever greater than 100 to 101, it’s a good idea 
for them to stay at home,” he says. “Certainly symptoms like vomiting or diarrhea, 
and, finally, if it’s clear they’re in the contagious phase of their illness, they need 
to stay at home.”       
                                                                           
According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, questions to ask when 
determining whether a child should be in school include:

• Will my child’s symptoms prevent her from participating comfortably in 
activities?

• Will my child require more care than the school staff can offer without 
compromising the health and safety of other students?

• Could my child’s condition spread to other kids at school? 

Most of the time, the decision whether to keep a child out of school is based on 
observation and common sense. If you’re still uncertain or are concerned about 
your child’s symptoms, contact your pediatrician.

Celeste Joyce RN                                                                                                                             
School Nurse

Thomas G. Connors Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal

Dear Connors Learning Community,

In school, students are working to build their math fluency.  Math is more than 
just learning addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. Math teaches us to 
analyze, reason, and plan. These are useful skills that transfer over to reading and 
writing as well. You can work with your child at home by following the tips below 
to explore math in everyday life. Math is everywhere! Look for it with your kids.

Home is where the math is

• Encourage your child to explain his problem-solving process so you can 
understand his/her reasoning. 

• When driving to school or the store, talk about how numbers help us determine 
how fast we drive, the distance traveled, the mileage the car gets per gallon of 
gas, and how long it will take to get home. 

• Expose your child to money in her early school years. Have him/her collect 
coins in a piggy bank and count them out regularly. If he/she receives an 
allowance, have him/her keep track of the amount or start a bank account. 

• Incorporate games involving numbers and math into playtime — from flash 
cards for learning basic math facts to board games involving money, time, and 
logic. 

• Post a chart of math facts in your child’s room. Some activities and games can 
help kids memorize math concepts.

• When helping your child, ask questions to guide him through the process, such 
as “Where do you begin?” “What do you need to find out?” “Can you show me 
in a drawing how you got the answer?”

Parent & Guardian Academy

Authentic Literacy & PARCC ELA Workshop
January 11, 2017

Grades K-2
Grades 3-6
Grades 7-12

Don’t forget about our Parent & Guardian 
Academy! Each month, we offer workshops on 
topics detailing ways to set your children up for 
success inside the classroom. On January 25th, we 
will be hosting our Social Media Awareness Parent 
Discussion in the Demarest School Auditorium at 
6:30 PM. 

Visit our Parent and Guardian Academy webpages 
by clicking the logo or the link above for more 
information on upcoming events!

Principal’s Attendance Challenge 
Award Winners

Useful Resources

National Education Association
www.nea.org

The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
www.nctm.org

A Maths Dictionary for Kids
http://mathsdictionaryforkids.com

The Math Forum-Ask Dr. Math
http://mathforum.org/dr.math

Cyberchase 
http://pbskids.org/cyber chase/parentsteachers/index.html

PBS Parents-Early Math
www.pbs.org/parents/earlymath/about.html

Education World
www.education-world.com/ a_admin/admin/admin339.
shtml

Figure This! Math Challenges for Families
www.figurethis.org

Math Power: How to Help Your Child Love Math, Even 
if You Don’t
Patricia Clark Kenschaft

50 Simple Things You Can Do to Raise a Child Who 
Loves Math
Kathy A. Zahler

Math Vocabulary Games
http://www.math-play.com/Math-Vocabulary-Games.
html

Use the following resources to help foster and 
support your child’s interest in Math!

Connors School Nurse’s Corner

On Monday, January 9th, the Heroes and Cool Kids 
club from Hoboken High School visited Connors 
to work with the 6th grade classes. The high school 
students did three activities with each class that 
had important themes pertaining to sixth graders. 
The sixth graders created a human machine to 
represent teamwork, played a rock-paper-scissors 
game to stress the importance of building up 
your peers up instead of bringing them down, 
and played telephone to show the importance of 
listening carefully and following directions. The 
high school students also talked to the 6th graders 
about bullying, not fighting, and how to do well 
in school. They explained that every person has a 
story and you can learn so much by just listening 
to your peers and the people around you. Finally, 
they left a question box with each class so as the 
year progresses, students can anonymously put any 
questions they have in the box for the heroes and 
cool kids to answer at their next visit in March! 

Heroes and Cool Kids

Nurse’s Tidbits with Nurse Hoffman, RN
It is cold outside, so please remember to send your child to school with a jacket or 
coat, and gloves & a hat to wear outside for recess.

Right now we are in the high point of the flu/cold season.  The following website 
(www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/discomfort-15/cold-flu-season/is-it-a-cold-or-
flu) has a chart showing the difference between them. If your child is coughing, 
sneezing, achy or has a fever, please keep them home. They cannot learn when they 
don’t feel well. They must be fever-free for 24 hours without the use of Over the 
Counter (OTC) meds before they can return to school. Also, good hand washing 
and adequate rest will help them stay healthy.

How sick is too sick for school?

Your child is sniffling, sneezing and complaining of a scratchy throat, but his 
temperature is normal….should you pack his lunch and send him off to school?

Parents make tough calls like that every day, often with little else to go on other 
than their gut instinct. Parents are “pretty clued in to their kids” and know when 
their child isn’t feeling well, says Marlin Kinne, a school nurse practitioner and 
school projects coordinator at the National Association of School Nurses. 

“If, in their best judgment, the child is running a fever and has other symptoms, 
then it is prudent to give them a day at home resting (and to) give them extra fluids 
and keep an eye on them,” she says. 

Surely that’s what June Cleaver, the fictional television mom from the early 1960’s 
situation comedy “Leave it to Beaver” would have done, but in today’s dual–
income society, few moms or dads have the luxury of taking a day off from work 
to serve chicken soup to their ailing child.

Flu symptoms include: Fever, headache, extreme tiredness, dry cough, sore throat, 
runny or stuffy nose, muscle aches, nausea, vomiting and diarrhea may also be 
present. It’s up to parents to separate true malady from truant behavior. A child 
who simply complains, “I don’t feel good,” could be cooking up a mild excuse to 
skip school.

So when should your youngster absolutely stay home?

A child with a fever above 100.1 degrees should be kept home and nursed back 
to health. If he/she is vomiting, they should stay home. Colds, obviously, are 
mildly contagious but not necessarily a reason for children to miss school. It may 
depend on how uncomfortable they are. Likewise, it’s probably safe to send a 
child to school with a mild cough if unaccompanied by fever and other symptoms. 
Encouraging fluids and nose blowing also can aid in alleviating these symptoms. 

Strep throat is different! Even if your child is being treated with antibiotics, he or 
she is considered contagious during the first 24 hours and/or until 3 doses of the 
prescribed antibiotics have been given, so please keep your child home for at least 
a day.

Diarrhea? The key with diarrhea is very good hand-washing to keep the infection 
from spreading to others. If your child is having 3 bouts of diarrhea a day, he or 
she is best kept at home if not being treated with antibiotics for a different illness.

The bottom line: A good dose of common sense can go a long way toward getting 
your child back on his/her feet and in the classroom. 

Connors School PTO

Keep Clipping!  (next collection date is Thursday, February 23rd)

Please keep clipping and submitting Box Tops throughout the entire school year!  
The classroom that brings in the most Box Tops from now through February 23rd 
will win a PIZZA PARTY (generously donated to our PTO by Dominos)!

Please also remember to earn bonus Box Tops points for our school through the 
Box Tops 4 Education App and by registering your ShopRite Price Plus Card at 
www.ShopRiteForMySchool.com!

“Coffee with Connors” PTO Table to support Walking School Bus - Friday, 
January 20th

This month’s Walking School Bus will meet on Friday, January 20th on the corner 
of 2nd and Jackson at 8:00am to walk to school together.  If you travel North East 
to get to school in the morning, please join the “bus” on your commute!  If you 
come to school from a different location - a corner near you will be scheduled 
during a different month.

As always, we’ll have our PTO Table set-up outside the school that morning with 
complimentary coffee!  Come grab a cup a coffee, chat with fellow families and 
PTO members.

Community Fundraiser Fitness Class - late February

We’re hoping to schedule a Community Fundraiser Fitness Class at the end of 
February to benefit our PTO.  More details to come!

Connors Art Show - April

We have spent our last two PTO meetings planning our Connors Art Show!  We’re 
so excited to showcase the artistic and musical talents of our students.  

We are need in of a lot of parent volunteers to help us with this event - whether 
you can help with small tasks on your own time, or come to the event the day-of to 
help with set-up for a few hours, or manage an assigned station during the actual 
event.   The date of the Art Show is still to be determined, but it will be during the 
evening on a weekday.

More details will be sent out via our PTO Gmail Account. If you’re interested in 
helping, please email us at ConnorsPTO@gmail.com.

Wallace Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal

I am happy to say that 2017 is off to a great start at Wallace Elementary School. 
Aside from snow on the playground keeping us indoors for recess for a few days, 
the first full week of school after our break was outstanding. 

As Mr. Bartlett and I walk around campus, we continue to see awesome things 
happening in our classes. A third grade class had a great discussion about pioneers 
and the journey west to Oregon. A particularly great moment occurred when the 
students and teacher spoke about the difference between the words “impossible” 
and “impassable.” In another third grade class, one student challenged another 
student to support an answer with two details of text evidence, much to my delight. 
And our sixth graders wrote about the differences between genetic traits and 
characteristics influenced by environments after viewing some short videos on a 
website and reading an article – all with our Google Chromebooks.

As you can see from these examples, academics at Wallace continue to challenge 
our students and enable them to grow and see progress. We will be able to take 
great stock of this progress next week. On Friday, January 13, our K – 6 students 
will complete PARCC-aligned language arts and math tasks. These tasks are to 
be discussed in our teacher planning sessions on January 17 and 19. I am really 
looking forward to seeing what our students produce and discuss it with the staff.

Just a reminder, there is no school this Monday, January 16 in honor of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s birthday. Wallace School is such a beautiful example of Dr. 
King’s dream – a school where children from so many walks of life and cultural 
backgrounds come together to learn. I am grateful for the opportunity to be here, 
each and every day, teaching our community’s children about co-existence, 
character, and caring. As always, I wish you a wonderful, well-deserved weekend 
with family and friends. Until next week… 

Martin Shannon, 
Principal

PTO Bingo Night is coming up Friday January 20, 
2017 from 6pm to 8pm.  We hope to see you there!  
Please contact your PTO if you can volunteer.  
Also, the PTO would appreciate donations for 
prizes - specifically board games, card games, and/
or books.  Thank you for your help as always!

Please look out for their next fundraiser - Gertrude 
Hawk Chocolates - coming at the end of this month.  

Lastly, your PTO is requesting class parents for 
each homeroom teacher.  Please email your teacher 
if you would like to volunteer.  Class parents are 
assigned to help communications between parents 
and the PTO as well as to support their teachers for 
in-class activities if needed.  

Please follow them on their facebook (Wallace 
School PTO Noticeboard) and website 
(wallaceschoolpto.com).  

Wallace School PTO Update

Concession Stand Raises Funds for 
Peer Leaders

The concession stands at basketball games hosted 
at Wallace on Saturdays are being run by our 6th 
grade Peer Leaders.  We encourage all 6th grade 
parents and students to volunteer to help out. 
Please speak to a peer leader or peer leader parent 
for more information. All proceeds from basketball 
concessions will be used for the 6th grade memory 
book.   

Peer Leaders entrepreneurs.

Hoboken Middle School News

A Message From The Coordinator

Congratulations to Matt McGreivey, winner of the Hoboken Middle School Spelling 
Bee, and to all the participants; great job everyone.  Matt will represent our school 
in the Hudson County Spelling Bee in February. Another big congratulations to 
all the Hoboken Middle School students for giving a great effort on the narrative 
benchmark this week. The students wrote for an 80 minute block in preparation 
for this year’s PARCC test. Effort is a big part of the process, and Student Work 
Achieved Greatness!!

We will be administering two more benchmarks this month, the Literary Analysis 
Task on Wednesday the 18th and the Research Simulation Task on the 25th. Please 
feel free to reach out me or our guidance counselor, Mr. Cooley, if you have any 
questions about the student benchmarks or the PARCC test.

Thank you for your continued support, and enjoy the long weekend. 

Left: Matt McGreivey, first place winner
Right: Jason Blanks, second place winner

Congratulations to all our spelling bee participants! 

Remember to pay it forward with Hoboken Middle 
School and donate winter coats, blankets, and 
outerwear you don’t have use for anymore.  The 
Hoboken Middle School’s Pay It Forward Club 
is sponsoring a coat drive until February 7th and 
all winter gear will be donated to the Hoboken 
Homeless Shelter.  Please bring all items in a plastic 
bag to your homeroom!

Pay it Forward into Winter

Miss Minogue tells us that she is very proud 
of her students’ work on the narrative writing 
task completed on Wednesday. Seventh graders 
continued a fictional realistic story from the given 
endpoint and the 8th grade students wrote an 
alternative ending to a folktale. Students worked 
hard, focused, and did their best.  These practices 
will build confidence in our students so that they 
will feel at their best when writing on the PARCC 
later this spring. We have two more coming up over 
the next two Wednesdays. 

Also, we have been using more academic 
vocabulary in the classroom. Students are 
familiarizing themselves with the keywords they 
need to know for PARCC testing and, in general, 
looking for clues in the definitions for what the 
word might mean, defining in their own words, 
identifying other word forms (analyze, analysis, 
analytic, analytical), practicing using the words in 
sentences and drawing examples of the words in 
picture form. Some classes are using vocabulary.
com to learn the new academic vernacular. A 
number of research studies link vocabulary growth 
to academic and even financial success in life. 

The ELA Report

Inside the Classroom...

This week, Ms. Falcone’s Period 2/5 focused on narrative writing.  Students finished 
up the unit on The Diary of Anne Frank and drafted diary entries as Anne.  Students 
produced detailed outlines and drafts in response to the following prompt: “Anne 
had grand plans for her life.  Imagine that she had survived the concentration 
camp.  What do you think her diary entries would have been like?  Would she 
have accomplished her life goals?  Write a minimum of 4 diary entries from Anne’s 
perspective after being liberated from the concentration camp.  Was she reunited 
with her family?  Did she still believe people were generally good at heart?”

Stayed tuned in the next two weeks for some student work samples!

Connecting the Past to the Present
Ms. Falcone’s Period 7/8 English class finished the play, The Diary of Anne Frank 
this week.  Students identified and analyzed the significant themes in the play, 
specifically the theme: the essential goodness in people.  Anne believed that in spite 
of everything, people were still really good at heart.  Students engaged in small and 
large group discussions on whether or not they believed this to be true, connecting 
the quote and theme to their lives in the present day.

A great line up of speakers and a really wonderful turnout of parents 
and teachers at the Wallace SEPAC Meeting last night!

Hoboken High School Newsletter
Click the thumbnail below to read the Hoboken High 

School Newsletter!Hoboken High School

Kindergarten students from 
Joseph F. Brandt Primary   
School enjoying a writer’s 
workshop.

HHS Teacher Mr. Cheng leading a computer science 
workshop at Rowan University for the NJ Project 
Lead The Way State Conference.

Hoboken Leads The Way

http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Calendars/2016-2017%20One-Page%20Calendar.pdf
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